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Introduction
	The statement, ‘The mode of production in material life determines the general character, the social, political, and spiritual processes of life. It is not the consciousness of men that determines their existence, but, on the contrary, their social existence determines their consciousness’ was said by Karl Marx in his book, A Contribution to the Critique of the Political Economy’ (Marx, 1859). Karl Marx, a political economist himself borrowed a lot of his theories and thinking on the political economy from the socialist point of view. This view was in opposition to the capitalist view, which put the economy at the center of everything. Marx, through what came to be regarded as the Marxist theory asserted that the social wellbeing of others, rather than the economic status, should be the critical factor of production. This paper shall examine in details the statement by Marx above and use it to study and understand modern socio-economic and political situation to determine its viability. 
Discussion
	Material production is the hallmark of man’s existence in the capitalism system of production. Human beings enter into definite associations which are often defined by the social means of production in their lives. These means of social production are often independent and indispensable to the will of man. Consequently, it is the sum of the social and economic relations that constitute and lay the foundation for a country or society’s political system and which, in return, forms man’s social consciousness. Therefore, Karl Marx’s proposition is that, a man’s consciousness is usually determined by his approach on production of material life. In fact, the economic status of a person is what defines the person’s character, attitudes, and even actions toward others. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	At some stage in their existence, the forces of material productivity often conflicts with the production means already existing in a society. In other words, the means of production often contradict the relations with property with which they have been operating at a given point in the development of the two. This stage leads to a social evolution of some form, whereby the status quo gets questioned and the weaker class seeks to dominate the process and means of production, at least theoretically. In this context, economic foundations change and transformation sets in as men become conscious of the economic situation and existing oppression and try to fight out the situation. 
	The situation that Marx highlights above can be likened to the French Revolutions and other economic revolutions that have happened over time. The French revolution, being a classic example of the situation that Marx talks about led to a redesigning of the country’s political landscape. The absolute monarchy and the feudal system were abolished and it was in opposition to poor economic policies that governed the country. Although the revolution did not achieve all of the objectives it set to, it did play a critical role in shaping the modern socio-economic and political relations and showed the world what the power of the people can do. The people actually fought and won the war.
	Karl’s goes on to propose that a social order exists and only perishes when all the forces of production have been developed and exhausted (Marx, 1859). Higher economic relations with the means and forces of production do not emerge until all the material conditions mature and set the course for the change. This means that such a change or even a revolution like the French Revolution takes years, probably generations to occur. All systems of the means of production must be exhausted, the social and economic system must get to a point of saturation, and the political system, which is the result of the two forces, must be proven to be ripe for change. Such change comes when the proletariat become strong and motivated enough as to want to challenge the bourgeois. Such a phase is yet to come although many economists can argue that it is on its course. Unless countries adopt and implement liberal economic policies, it is almost inevitable that economic revolutions will happen. 
	Marx’s statement means that the economy drives all the other processes, including the social, political, and spiritual process of life for both individuals and systems. The social status of an individual, in return, is what determines the individual’s existence. As much as these statements serve to demean the nature and consciousness of man, it is true that man, in the current world and state, lives and acts according to his socio-economic status. So much are systems and people dependent on economic systems that the character, honor, and relations of people and even countries are based on the economic statuses. The world is currently divided into the economic north and south and relations between countries are mainly defined by these divisions. 
	Countries make peace or go to war with each other not because of ideological differences, but because of the economic impact that such a decision will have. Individuals, corporates, and countries make decisions not because of the benefits that they will have on the wellbeing of others, but rather based on the economic benefits they will have on them, their companies, and their countries. The European Union, for instance, more of an economic bloc than a political or social bloc. While it adopted the Euro as its common currency and a number of trade and economic policies, it has not adopted the same for social aspects such as language or even modes of dressing. Systems of worship are very diverse among the member countries and we are not saying that it is not a good thing, but that the bloc’s major focus is on the economic wellbeing of the countries. Such a union will adopt social and political changes and reforms to the extent that they affect the economic status of the member countries, like was the case of Greece’s austerity measures. 
Conclusion
	Karl Marx’s proposition that economic relations determine man’s consciousness is a reality of the capitalist system of production and economic relations. The mode of production in material life is so important for any system of existence that it guides every other system of consciousness. The current system of material production is yet to be exhausted for a change or an economic revolution like the one that Marx envisioned. Furthermore, such a change may be even further as more countries continue to adopt liberal political and economic policies, which allow for some form and level of equality of all players in the process of material production. This is the case for most countries in the economic north and the developed countries, which have put in place polices of social and economic wellbeing for all and democratic political systems.  However, for countries that are yet to adopt these policies, the level of economic, political, and social instability remains high. 
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